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More than twenty years ago Dr Voelcker published an analysis 
of the anthracite of the Calton Hill * It is as follows :— 

Dr Voelcker drew attention to the fact of the sulphur occurring 
in organic combination; that its per centage of sulphur is such that 
it could not have been obtained from decomposing iron-pyrites, 
but must have been of organic origin. The anthracite is not the 
primitive carbon of the mineralogists. May it not then have 
been derived from some of the organic beds on the horizon of the 
Burdiehouse limestone ? This as a changed bed, and its whole 
conjoined strata, was shown in a section of a tunnel recently made 
at North Queensferry. .At Winchburgh, on the same horizon, 
a cement stone may be seen gradually emerging into a porphyrite. 
In both of these latter cases ozokerite is associated with the 
limestones as a result of the same metamorphism. 

The occurrence of minerals in our Edinburgh rocks must throw 
light on the origin of the latter. Olivine, for instance, surely be
tokens an ingenitic source; prehnite, analcime, pectolite, found 
at Samson's Bibs, Calton Hill, and Batho betoken hot springs ; 
so, too, do the chalcedony, jaspers, and the like; though as yet we 
may not be able to explicate the genesis of these latter minerals. 

DEATH OF D R JAMES BRYCE.—Whilst these pages were pass
ing through the press, the Society lost, by a most deplorable 
accident, its genial and distinguished Vice-President, Dr James 
Bryce. He had, in prosecution of those researches which, in 
connection with the Geology of the islands of Arran, Skye, and 
Eaasay, had rendered his name famous, proceeded to Foyers, in 
Inverness-shire. On 11th July 1877, his lifeless body was found 
in the Pass of Inverfarikaig, at the foot of a steep slope on which 
rested a mass of boulders, some of which, it is believed, had been 
loosened by his hammer, and falling, had carried him along with 
them, killing him in their headlong descent. Truly, he died a 
martyr to his love of our science. An obituary notice of Dr 
Bryce (who was born near Coleraine, in the north of Ireland, 
Oct. 1806) will be read at the next Anniversary meeting of the 
Society.—R. R. 
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* Edin. New Phil. Journ. No. 2 1 1849-50. 
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